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Spectal to The News

The Buffalo Niagara region may soon
have to share the Jucrative flow of traffic
across the Peace Bridge to Canada, For

years, this region has enjoyed a virtual mo- -

nopoly on commerce flowing between the
two nations. After all, the next closest

crossing point 15 Detroit. But soon resi-
dents on both sides of the border will have

2 new way.to cross the Great Lakes. -

Officials in Rochiester and Ere, Pa., are
both developing ferry service to Canada.
As Boffale debates how to expand the
Pcace Bridge, those two citics are hoping
ta siphon off some of the & million passen-
ger and commercial vehicles that cross the
bridge cach ycar.

Rochester's high-speed ferry service
actoss Lake Ontario to Toronto is expected
Lo faunch next spring. Officials there have
manayed to get New York State to pour
$14 million into the project.

Ene officizls don't have a launch date
vet for their service across Lake Ere to

TRAKSPORTATION

Assembly speaker Sheldon Silver, lefl, and Rochster Mayor Wiliam Johnson talk as
they leave a news conference at the warehouse that will became Em terminal for
Rochester's femy.

Port Dover, Ont. But the Eric-Western
Fennsylvania Port Authority has built a
port and customs office for the feiry with
$4 million in funds from the m.r:n..,.u,r_m.
nia state government. .

The twiy new ferny systems an ryﬂnr?
ed 10 carmy rnaa?% of thousands of
passengers annually. Those are iraveicis
that erdinarily would be funncled over
the Peace Bridge. The forey goers won's
be spending any money in Buffalo,

* Erie’s fenmy service may have ap added -
attraction {o; tourists — gami i
Western Pennsybvania Port Authori
ficials are cxploring the possib
placing slot inachines on the boats. H that
happens, Erie will have nrore than a com-
peting way to cross the border; it also will
have riverboat gambling,

Ene’s plans also include a separate .
low-speed {2y service for tractor tvall-
ers. That could take Tucrative commee-
cial traffic from the Peace Bridge.

The Rochester femy is expucted to have
restaurants, duty free shopping, a kids' play
area, and satellite television. That will give

uld cut into Peace Bridge business

passengers plenty to do duwring their twvo-
and-a-haif hour trip to Toronto. )
Each ferry will corry 200 vehicles

_across Lake Onlario, shorl-circuiting the

major advantage of the Peace Bridge.
Feiry gocrs can take their cars with them
10 Canada. The ferry service is expected
1o pump $46 miilion into the WOn:nnFq
nrcno_é_ each year,

or advantage for Buffalo in
this batile for traffic across the Great
Lakes is thritt, It will be much cheaper to
usc the Peace Bridge than the ferry to go
o Cunada, The bridge charges $2.50 to
cross. The fetry is expected to cost 340
tor each car, plus an additional $10 per
[assenger. While the ferry will make

_anly two to three round trips cach day,
~isitors can cross the Peace Bridge at

their comvenience.

Buth Rochester and Erie will be
heavily promoting their ferries and their-
5. Oificials in Both cities sec the lerry
service as something that could catapult

See Ferry Page H4




