| were trying to have another kid,
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But he was ready for his
fortultous entrde from the be-
ginning. Elijah has an earthy
quallty to him that is differ
ent from the others. He's

When most couples talk about an
accidental child, they use some sort of
euphemism. “He was 3 surprise,” one
parent told me aboul his sen. My wife Kris
and [ have a surprise child too.

But ours is a lttde different. Eli-
[ah dldn't materialize because our
birth contral malfunctoned. We

We just had a different gender in
mind. We already had two boys at
the me and we were trying for 3
girl before we shut down the baby-
making enterprise for good. e,

What we didn’t know was the =
two-for-one special going on that month,
We conld have a daughter, but it was part
of & peckage deal. We had been waiting
for a pid all along, and with Madeline wa
finally had one. Elifah was her mwin.

We already had two sons. We knew
what that was, or 50 we thought. And
then came Elijah, the accidental child,
and he was different. He came into this
world needing to have 2 magnetic per
sonality. From the moment he was borm,
Effiah had to carve out a space for himself
belween his rwo pider brothers and thas
vaunted sister

crunchy. He's granola, His
wispy blond locks are the per
fect accompaniment for a pair of overalls,
And he has always understood empathy.
He seemed to get humanity rght away, He
always seemed to be asking others, “How
are you doing?”

Elifah laughed earlier than o4
our other kids. Before he could
&it up, he got funny. He seemed
io relish everything about humor.
It just fit his personality. There
ts & mirth that seems to hubble
just below the surface. He is
more than good natured. There
i¢ something fundamentally jovial
about him.

He navigates the space among his three
siblings with delight. Elifah almost seems
graleful for his stzrus as the surprise child,
[t's built into his identity. He's thankfl
—— Just for being here,

With three other kids inour hoine, that
s 2 surprise.

(Kaith Forrest {s an assistant professor
af communicarion at Atfantic Cape Com-
munity College. fis {ate mother Libhy
Demp Forrest Manre wrare the fayride
calumn for this newspaper for 20 years.)




